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Riley Awards Grant to Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit
MONTGOMERY—A specialized unit will continue prosecuting domestic violence cases and assisting victims in Calhoun and Cleburne counties thanks in part to a $55,114 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The Family Violence Unit of the district attorney’s office prosecutes all domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking cases in the two counties and provides a variety of services to help victims. 
“Domestic violence is a traumatizing crime, it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated in Alabama,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this unit’s work to put abusers behind bars and help victims begin the recovery process.”
The unit maintains contact with victims while their cases are investigated and prosecuted. A victims’ services officer helps victims understand the legal system and helps them file for protection orders if they desire. Victims receive referrals to other community agencies that offer additional assistance including emergency housing, counseling and transportation. 
The unit also will conduct training for local law enforcement officers to ensure they get information and evidence needed for prosecution when they respond to calls involving domestic violence.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice.
 The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

The Calhoun County Commission will act as the fiscal agent for the grant. Riley informed commission Chairman James Dunn of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $18,371 have been committed to the unit.
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