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Riley Awards Grant to Bolster Prosecution
of Domestic Violence Offenders in Madison

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $30,953 to the city of Madison to support the efforts of a specialized domestic violence prosecution unit.

Since 1998, the city’s Police and Prosecutor’s Domestic Violence Unit, made up of an experienced police investigator, a city prosecutor and a part-time paralegal, has successfully investigated and prosecuted hundreds of domestic violence cases.
“The efforts of this unit to seek justice for the victims of these violent acts are commendable,” Riley said.  “I applaud Madison officials and law enforcement agencies for working together to hold abusers accountable for their actions.”

The unit’s investigator trains police officers on how to properly respond to domestic violence cases.  Unit officials say this training is especially vital because many of the city’s new police officers are young recruits with no experience dealing with domestic violence.  The unit also educates the public about domestic violence prevention and conducts training sessions for local women’s organizations to ensure that victims know where to go for help.

Riley notified Mayor Arthur Kirkindall that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $10,317 will supplement the award.
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