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Riley Grant Aids Mobile County Initiative Against Domestic Violence 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $30,618 grant to the Mobile County Commission to support an initiative to improve prosecution of domestic violence cases in the county and ensure victims are treated fairly and respectfully. 
The grant will help fund the Mobile County Domestic Violence Initiative under the direction of the district attorney’s office. Two assistant district attorneys will oversee the progress of domestic violence prosecutions in district and circuit courts and program staff will conduct training on the proper response to domestic violence situations.
“Domestic violence is a traumatic crime, and law enforcement must work together so abusers do not go unpunished,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to aid victims and strengthen prosecution of offenders.”
The program’s attorneys work to improve coordination among law enforcement agencies during domestic violence investigations and help establish standard policies on domestic violence to be used by law enforcement agencies and prosecutors.

The initiative’s training sessions are conducted for judges, law enforcement officers and other professionals who have regular contact with victims. The training sessions focus on the situations that commonly lead to domestic violence, the characteristics of offenders and ways to ensure the safety and well-being of victims.  
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley notified Juan Chastang, president of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $10,206 will supplement the award.
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