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Riley Awards Grant to Curb Domestic Violence

in Marion County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $21,777 to the Marion County Commission to support continued efforts in the county to reduce domestic violence.

The Marion County Family Violence Prevention Program, administered by the district attorney’s office, will use the grant to help fund the continued employment of a full-time family violence investigator and a prosecutor specializing in family violence cases.
The program focuses on decreasing domestic violence and abuse by increasing the effectiveness of law enforcement’s response to domestic violence and ensuring that all cases are actively prosecuted.

“Domestic violence is a reprehensible crime that must be punished,” Riley said.  “I commend Marion County officials for implementing this program and helping victims find the justice they deserve.”

The program’s investigator and prosecutor organize law enforcement training sessions to help officers understand and properly respond to the physical and mental aspects of domestic violence.  The program also reaches out to church groups and civic organizations to raise awareness of the problem and convey the importance of community support for victims.

Riley notified Bobby Boyett, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $7,259 will supplement the grant.
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