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Domestic Violence Unit Awarded Grant by Riley to
Help Victims in Autauga, Chilton and Elmore Counties 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $150,577 to support a collaboration of law enforcement agencies and victim advocates that is working to rid Autauga, Elmore and Chilton counties of domestic violence.

The grant, awarded to the Elmore County Commission, will enable the 19th Judicial Circuit Domestic Violence Unit to continue investigating reports of domestic violence and prosecuting offenders.

Established in 1996, the unit includes a team of seven investigators and two prosecutors who are specially qualified to identify, examine and bring to court cases of domestic violence.  In addition, two victim advocates are available to help victims get needed services such as health care and counseling.
“Perpetrators of domestic violence must be held accountable for their vile and unlawful behavior,” Riley said.  “I commend the staff of the domestic violence unit for seeking justice for victims while helping them get back on their feet.”

The unit trains law enforcement agencies to recognize signs of domestic violence and is available 24-hours-per-day to assist victims.  As part of its community education program, the unit maintains data collected from all cases reported and investigated to identify high-risk individuals and possibly thwart future occurrences of domestic violence.

Riley notified Joe Faulk, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $50,192 will supplement the grant.
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