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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Child Abuse Victims in Marshall County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $104,154 for a program that helps child abuse victims in Marshall County.
The grant will aid the Child Advocacy Center of Marshall County to continue assisting law enforcement agencies with investigative interviews and helping victims overcome the trauma of physical and sexual abuse.
“Abuse leaves young victims emotionally scarred and vulnerable,” Riley said. “The compassionate and professional assistance given by the Child Advocacy Center goes a long way in helping victims and their families rebuild their lives.” 
In the past, child abuse investigations often subjected children to interviews by many different agencies, forcing victims to recall details of their abuse multiple times.  At the center, specially trained interviewers talk with victims in a comfortable, child-friendly setting. The interviews are videotaped for use by agencies involved in the investigation, eliminating the need for multiple interviews.  
Center staff members conduct court preparation classes to help victims and their families understand the criminal justice process and what to expect during court appearances. The center also provides counseling services to victims and family members not involved in the abuse.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant, which was awarded by Riley from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley informed Jerome Johnson, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $26,038 will supplement the award.
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