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Dallas County Schools to Save Energy and Money
with Energy Efficiency Grant from Riley
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $18,000 to the Dallas County Board of Education to boost energy efficiency at Dallas County, Keith and Southside high schools.

The board will use the funds to install double-pane windows, programmable thermostats, ceiling fans and insulation that will significantly reduce the schools’ operating costs by saving energy and reducing utility bills.

“Dallas County school officials will be able to devote more resources toward providing a quality education to students thanks to the savings that will result from these upgrades,” Riley said.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Energy.

All three schools will replace outdated, inefficient thermostats with programmable models that automatically adjust temperatures to maximize comfort and efficiency.  Dallas County and Southside also will install double-pane windows that reduce the heat transferred between indoors and out.
Additionally, Dallas County will install ceiling fans in the cafeteria and band room and Keith will install efficient insulation with an R-value of 30.

Energy audits, also funded by an ADECA grant, were performed at the schools to pinpoint inefficient equipment and procedures that could be improved and to recommend energy-saving upgrades and techniques.  The Waste Reduction and Technology Transfer Foundation, a group of retired engineers and scientists, conducted the audits.

School officials estimate that the improvements could save the three schools as much as $3,500 annually.
Riley notified Superintendent Fannie L. Major-McKenzie that the grant had been approved.  
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