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Riley Awards Grant to Upgrade Forensic Equipment 

MONTGOMERY— A state agency that plays a crucial role in solving crimes, determining causes of death and sending offenders to prison has been awarded a $139,905 grant by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The state Department of Forensic Sciences is receiving the grant to upgrade equipment and improve the manner in which information is electronically transferred among regional laboratories and a medical examining facility. 

“There is no way to adequately measure the importance of the work conducted by the Department of Forensic Sciences,” Riley said. “This grant will enable the department to perform its duties in a more timely and secure manner.” 

New computer equipment will be installed at satellite laboratories in Florence, Tuscaloosa, Jacksonville and Dothan and the medical examiner’s office in Montgomery. The improvements are expected to enable the department to more efficiently share information and reduce a backlog of forensic cases. 

The Department of Forensic Sciences conducts tests and analyzes evidence and data involving forensic biology (DNA), toxicology, drug chemistry, firearms, fingerprints and documents. Information provided by the department often determines if criminal activity is involved. Forensic data and evidence are key factors in trials and often determine whether criminals are set free or sent to prison. 

Riley notified state Forensic Director F. Taylor Noggle that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. 

The grant was awarded from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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