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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Pike Community
 to Recover from Tornado 

MONTGOMERY— A $200,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help restore an essential service and preserve jobs in a Pike County community hit by a tornado last November. 

The grant will enable the rebuilding of an elevated 300,000-gallon water tank in the Hamilton Crossroads community. The twister toppled the water tank and damaged several houses, mobile homes and businesses in the community south of Brundidge on Nov. 15. 

“Hamilton Crossroads was fortunate to escape the tornado without loss of life or serious injury, but the storm still had an impact that will be felt for years,” Riley said. “I am pleased to assist with recovery efforts and help the people and businesses get back on their feet.”

The Pike County Water Authority is diverting water from two wells to help meet the community’s needs, but insufficient water pressure is available for fire-protection.   The low pressure has additional impact on two businesses that require water for production, Carter Brothers Manufacturing Co. Inc. and Production Components Manufacturing. The industries employ nearly 100 area residents. 

Carter Brothers produces go-karts and off-road buggies, and began about 70 years ago manufacturing agriculture and garden equipment.  They rebuilt their facilities after being destroyed by a tornado in 1989 and a fire in 2000. Production Components, which was damaged in the latest storm, provides metal fabrications.  

The new tank will be built 100 feet from the old tank site. New main lines, valves, a fire hydrant and a fence also will be constructed. 

Riley notified Robin Sullivan, chairman of the Pike County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Insurance funds will be used to provide additional monies for the water tank. 

Funding for the Community Development Block Grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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