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Riley Grant Allows Aviation-Related Jobs to Land in Albertville 
MONTGOMERY— An $800,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help land the expansion of an existing aviation-related industry in Albertville resulting in 500 new jobs for the area.  

The Community Development Block Grant will enable Aerospace Integration Corp. to construct a 100,000-square-foot plant at the Albertville Municipal Airport. AIC equips and upgrades military helicopters and airplanes. 

“Aerospace Integration Corporation’s decision to invest $20 million in this project is great news for Alabama, but it comes as no surprise,” Riley said. “It is testament to Alabama’s capable workforce, the efforts of community leaders and Albertville’s proximity to the headquarters of the Army Aviation and Missile Command at Redstone Arsenal near Huntsville.”
The grant will be used to supply water and fire protection for the plant. Included in the project is construction of a 1.2-million gallon water storage tank and a pump station capable of delivering 5,000 gallons of water per minute. Funds will also be used to provide wastewater services to the plant.
AIC operates in two leased hangers at the airport. The new plant is expected to open in March 2008 with an initial staff of 300 who will perform services on the Blackhawk helicopters used by the U.S. Army and Air Force. The plant, which can perform service on other type aircraft, could employ 500 people by 2010. 

Riley notified Mayor Carl Pruett that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $190,000 will supplement the award and additional grants from other sources have been committed.  
Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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