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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Drugs, Crime in South Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $107,000 grant to combat violent crime and the sale, use and distribution of illegal drugs in southeast Alabama. 
The Southeast Alabama Violent Crime/Narcotics Criminal Intelligence Program will use funds to continue its programs to reduce drugs and crime in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry and Houston counties. 
“Illegal drugs adversely affect every section and segment of our society. This program is part of a cooperative effort to take drug dealers off the streets and reduce violent crime that so often accompanies the drug trade,” Riley said. “I am pleased to assist in this effort.”
State Rep. Steve Clouse said, “This program has done a good job in the past and the grant is very much appreciated in our area.  The funds will help our law enforcement agencies combat crime.”

In addition to working with 45 area law enforcement agencies in solving drug-related crimes, the agency is part of the Alabama Intelligence Network which gathers information that leads to arrests throughout Alabama and the Southeast. Information provided by the agency has been used to reduce the drug trade and solve crimes involving homicides, rapes, assaults, credit card fraud and forgeries.
Riley notified Eunice Hagler, chairman of the Dale County Commission, that the grant had been approved. The commission is the fiscal agent for the program. Local funding of $107,000 will supplement the grant. 
The grant was awarded from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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