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Riley Awards Grant to Support Child Victims 

in Three East Alabama Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $84,335 grant to ensure that child abuse victims in Chambers, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties receive professional support as they begin the recovery process.
The grant will help the Tri-County Children’s Advocacy Center provide crisis counseling, advocacy services and court assistance for young victims of physical and sexual abuse.
“Compassionate, professional assistance is critical to helping children recover from the trauma associated with abuse,” Riley said. “The services offered by the Children’s Advocacy Center go a long way in helping victims rebuild their lives.”
Specially trained staff members conduct age-appropriate investigative interviews of victims in a child-friendly environment. The interviews are shared with agencies involved in the investigations, eliminating the need for multiple interviews. 

The center also offers therapy to help victims and their caregivers recover from the trauma of sexual or physical abuse. A child advocate gathers information on child abuse cases, prepares victims for trial and supports them during legal proceedings.

The center operates a facility in each county so victims and their families do not have to travel far to get assistance. Staff members, who travel between each location, helped 160 children between October 2005 and September 2006. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Sid Lockhart, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $21,083 will supplement the award. 
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