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Riley Awards Grant to Help Shelby County Juveniles 

Turn Their Lives Around
MONTGOMERY—A weekend treatment program will continue to be available to first-time nonviolent juvenile offenders in Shelby County thanks to a $31,334 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grant will enable Family Connection Inc. to provide the RECONNECT project which helps offenders change their behavior and improve relationships with their parents or guardians. Offenders are ordered to participate in the program by the county juvenile court.

“Young first-time offenders face a critical choice: Turn their lives around and realize bright, productive futures or waste their futures with a life of crime and violence,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support a program that helps juveniles in Shelby County make the right choice and take steps to lead a successful life.”


In the program, juveniles learn skills to help them positively communicate with others and evaluate the consequences of the decisions they make. Youth also learn ways to improve their relationships with their parents or guardians.
Participants’ parents take part in the program by completing the Parenting Wisely component in which they learn ways to effectively respond to inappropriate behavior from their children and learn anger management skills. 


In the last phase of the program, parents and juveniles meet together to discuss what they have learned and how to build better relationships at home. They also complete a two-hour community service project together. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Susan Johnston, executive director of Family Connection, that the grant had been approved.
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