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Riley Awards $91,136 for Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit
MONTGOMERY—A specialized unit will continue investigating and prosecuting domestic violence cases in Escambia County thanks in part to a $91,136 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Escambia County Domestic Violence Crime Unit employs one specially trained prosecutor and two investigators in charge of domestic violence cases in the county. 

“Victims of domestic violence deserve support, protection and justice for the despicable acts committed against them,” Riley said. “I commend the unit’s efforts to put offenders behind bars and reach out to victims.”

A court advocate supports victims during court proceedings and refers them to job training agencies, stress management programs and other available assistance.  The unit works closely with law enforcement agencies, health care providers and victim services organizations to coordinate services for victims.

The unit also provides training for law enforcement officers, investigators, probation officers and court personnel regarding domestic violence laws, prosecution policies and proper initial response to domestic violence situations.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified David Stokes, chairman of the Escambia County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $30,378 will supplement the award.
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