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Riley Awards $200,000 to Create Jobs in St. Clair County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $200,000 grant to enable an automotive supplier in St. Clair County to expand and create an expected 78 new jobs during the next five years. 

The Community Development Block Grant will enable Yachiyo Manufacturing of Alabama to nearly double the size of its 78,000-square-foot plant at the Steele Industrial Park. 

“Alabama continues to experience exceptional growth in jobs associated with the automotive industry,” Riley said. “That progress is achieved through the diligence of local leaders and the recognition of industry executives that the work ethic of Alabamians is second to none. I am pleased to play a role in the creation of these new jobs.”

Funds will be used to provide ground preparation for the 72,000-square-foot expansion and construct drainage improvements at the site. 

Yachiyo is a major supplier of welded frame components for Honda minivans and sports utility vehicle manufactured in neighboring Talladega County. Yachiyo employs 120 people and plans to immediately add 40 new jobs once the expansion is completed. 

Riley notified Stanley Batemon, chairman of the St. Clair County Commission that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $40,000 also has been pledged for project. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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