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Riley Awards $250,000 to Help Rev Up Jobs in Lee County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant that will lead to the creation of 170 new jobs in Lee County.

The grant will lay the foundation for Daewon America to build a 160,000-square-foot plant in Opelika. The plant will produce suspension bars, springs and coils for automotive manufacturers and suppliers throughout the Southeast including Hyundai in Montgomery and the new Kia plant being built in near West Point, Ga. 

“Alabama’s able workforce and the can-do attitude shown by leaders all across the state continue to make our state attractive to new and expanding manufacturers,” Riley said. “I am pleased to work with local, area and other state officials to provide new jobs and opportunities for Alabamians.”

Funds will be used for site preparation work for the plant which is being built at Northeast Opelika Industrial Park. 

Daewon, a Korean-based company, plans to employ 170 with an annual payroll of more than $4 million by its fifth year of production at the Opelika plant. The plant is expected to be in operation by late 2007.  

Riley notified Mayor Gary Fuller that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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