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Riley Awards Grant to Build Nature Trail in Covington County  
MONTGOMERY— Area residents may soon be taking a walk on the wild side thanks to a $54,500 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grant to the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources will be used to develop a 1.3 mile walking and natural trail in Frank Jackson State Park near Opp. The trail is being developed through a coalition of state, county, Opp and private entities. 

“Alabama has an abundance of natural wonders to observe and behold,” Riley said. “This trail will enable people of all ages to observe nature and learn about conservation and the environment. I am delighted by the local support this project has received and proud to play a role in its development.”
The trail will include educational observation areas and signage, a nature garden and wildlife enhancement areas. It will be accessible to all age groups including persons with handicaps. The Trail Masters Club, a local private organization, has played a key role in the project and will assist in its development. 

Riley notified state Conservation Commissioner M. Barnett Lawley that the grant had been approved. Additional funding of $14,350 from other local sources will supplement the grant. 
The grant is being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. It was awarded from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.
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