[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2006







Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Washington County Manufacturer Awarded Training Grant
New Skills Will Improve Performance and Safety
MONTGOMERY—A $10,750 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable workers at a Chatom company to attain valuable new supervisory skills that will optimize the performance of employee teams and make the workplace safer.

AC Inc. will use the grant to help 30 employees gain knowledge and a better understanding of management techniques and safety audits.  The training, provided by the Alabama Technology Network, will improve the overall work environment and boost job security for employees, according to company officials.

“Worker safety is of the utmost importance,” Riley said.  “So, too, is the ability to work together to produce the best products possible.  I am pleased to work with AC Inc. to make this opportunity available for employees to improve the quality of their workplace.”

The management training will emphasize team concepts, the importance of morale, identifying troubled behavior and resolving conflicts.  The safety training, authorized by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, will show members of the company’s safety committee how to identify and correct unsafe conditions and behaviors to protect the safety and well-being of all employees.
AC Inc., in business since 1948 and employing 313 workers, provides services and products to companies in the aerospace and defense markets.  The company will contribute an additional $17,959 for the training.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Jerry E. Reeves, AC Inc. vice president, that the grant had been approved.
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