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Riley Grant Will Help Child Victims in Madison County

MONTGOMERY—Young abuse victims in Madison County will receive a helping hand in their time of need thanks in part to a $82,170 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The grant will help the National Children’s Advocacy Center provide services to victims and family members not involved in the abuse.
“The trauma associated with physical or sexual abuse can ruin young lives unless quick, professional help is available,” Riley said. “I commend the staff of the Children’s Advocacy Center for their dedication to helping victims recover and rebuild their lives.”
Services will be provided by the center through its Comprehensive Services for Abused  Children and Their Families Program.  Specialists conduct interviews of victims to obtain detailed information about the abuse, which is used in the investigative process and improves the chances of a successful prosecution. For children who need an extended amount of time to share details of the abuse, the center conducts longer evaluations in a setting that is comfortable for the child. Victims also receive individual and group therapy.
Family members of the victim receive support from the center’s family advocates. The advocates visit parents at home and aid them as they support the victims during the investigation and recovery process. 
Assisting victims for more than 20 years, the center was the first children’s advocacy center in the United States. Center officials say that more than 600 communities throughout the country have established advocacy centers based on the National Children’s Advocacy Center’s model. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Chris Newlin, the center’s executive director, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $20,542 will supplement the award.
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