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Riley Awards Grant to Help Sylacauga Youths

Build “BRIDGES” to Drug-Free Lives
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $60,000 to Sylacauga City Schools to provide after-school activities that are geared toward keeping youngsters away from alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs.

Working with the Sylacauga Alliance for Family Enhancement, the school system will implement the BRIDGES and BRIDGES, Too programs for 60 students, ages 8-14, at Pinecrest Elementary School, Nichols-Lawson Middle School and B.B. Comer elementary and middle schools.

“I commend officials and community leaders in Sylacauga for taking a proactive stand against substance abuse,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure that these children have a better opportunity to develop their minds and talents and become productive citizens.”

Students in the BRIDGES programs will participate in several after-school activities designed to enrich their lives including homework assistance, music and dance classes, fitness programs, computer instruction and educational field trips.  They also will be taught how to make wise choices through drug and violence prevention programs.
In addition, parents will have an opportunity to learn through the BRIDGES programs.  Parenting classes will be offered as well as skills and job training, GED preparation, literacy development and healthy lifestyles education.

Riley notified Kelly Lakey, student services coordinator for Sylacauga City Schools, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
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