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Riley Awards Grant to Prevent Violence 

in Montgomery County Schools
MONTGOMERY—The best way to prevent violence is to stop it before it ever occurs, and Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $45,000 grant to help students in Montgomery County avoid violent lifestyles. 
The funds will help the Family Sunshine Center in Montgomery provide the PriMary violence prevention program to elementary, middle and junior high students in Montgomery public schools. The program uses the national Second Step violence prevention curriculum.
“Children need to understand the harmful effects of violence on our communities and the devestating effect it has on personal lives,” Riley said. “This program shows students how the choices they make in their young lives will determine whether they take the path to bright futures or the path toward lives filled with violence and tragedy.”
The classes are offered as four-session unit taught to fourth and seventh graders in classrooms or as a one-day presentation given to all students at an assembly. Guidance counselors choose the type of presentation for students at their school. 

The four Second Step violence prevention classes for fourth grade students focus on impulse control, anger management and problem-solving skills. The one-time presentations for elementary schools focus on personal safety, bullying prevention, anger management and problem solving. 
Seventh grade students learn violence prevention methods and anger management skills by completing four Second Step classes. The one-time presentations focus on anger management and identifying bullying behavior. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Riley informed Heather Coleman, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved.
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