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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in St. Clair County

MONTGOMERY—The doors of a safe haven for abused children will remain open to victims thanks in part to a grant from Gov. Bob Riley.
The St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center in Pell City will use the $39,230 grant to help young victims and family members who are not the abusers cope with the trauma caused by sexual and physical abuse, and to guide families through the procedures of justice and recovery that follow.
“Sadly, child abuse pervades all corners of society, crossing all social and economic lines,” Riley said. “I commend the St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center for reaching out to children in need and providing these crucial services.”

The advocacy center interviews young victims in a child-friendly, non-threatening environment.  Victims are required to provide the details of their abuse only one time, instead of recounting it several times to many different agencies.
Once interviewed, victims can receive therapy through the center if their parents cannot afford it on their own. The center also offers victim support groups and conducts preparation sessions for children going to court.

The center has been in operation since 1993.  In 2005, center staffers interviewed 187 children and 161 parents, and conducted 323 therapy sessions.

Riley notified Jackie Robinson, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $9,807 will supplement the award.
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