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Child Abuse Prevention Effort in Wiregrass

Awarded Grant by Riley

MONTGOMERY—A nonprofit organization in Dothan dedicated to preventing child abuse will get another funding boost in the form of a $29,100 grant from Gov. Bob Riley.
The Wise Center for Child Abuse Prevention will use the funds, along with a $41,157 grant awarded to the center in August, to continue services for child abuse victims and their families in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties.

“The professional and compassionate services offered by the Wise Center bring families together and help them put an end to violence in their relationships,” Riley said.  “I commend the center for showing families the way to a bright and peaceful future and I award these funds in support of the center’s mission.”

Since 1978, the center has provided individual, family and group counseling, youth enrichment activities, violence prevention and anger management classes as well as other support services for people in the Wiregrass area.  Family therapy administered by the center helps parents and children work together to reduce anxiety and eliminate violence.

 Riley notified Tony Ellison, Wise Center board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Matching funds of $7,275 will supplement the award.
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