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Riley Awards Grant to Help Children Who are Victims of Domestic Violence in Southeast Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $16,640 to help children in Houston and Henry counties who are victims of domestic violence or have witnessed violent acts in their families.
The Southeast Alabama Child Advocacy Center will use the funds for crisis counseling, therapy and court support for children and family members who are not the abusers.

“The trauma of domestic violence can be devastating to a child, both physically and emotionally,” Riley said.  “I commend this center for reaching out and helping children to effectively respond to abuse and to recover from its impact.”

The center also works to educate law enforcement officers who are usually first responders to domestic violence complaints.  The training enhances officers’ skills in communicating with child victims on the scene.  Center officials say that children are sometimes overlooked at a domestic violence scene simply because the responders are not qualified to deal with children.
Riley notified Jane Nowell, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Matching funds of $4,160 will supplement the award.
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