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Riley Awards Grants to Offer Montgomery Children 

Creative Ways to Avoid Drug Use

MONTGOMERY— Two grants worth $143,415 from Gov. Bob Riley will give children of low-income families in Montgomery the chance to choose art over drugs and develop skills for dealing with bad situations in non-violent ways.

The Strategies to Elevate People Foundation will use a $30,000 grant to offer its Academy of Performing Arts program to 85 students at T.S. Morris Elementary, E.D. Nixon Elementary and McIntyre Middle schools.  Through the academy, S.T.E.P. provides ballet and choral opportunities to children, ages 7-14, living in public housing communities.  S.T.E.P. officials say these activities help children develop the motivation, skills and discipline necessary to make wise choices.

“Children can find the path toward positive achievement and away from self-destructive behavior through the arts programs offered by S.T.E.P.,” Riley said.  “This grant will provide an alternative to drugs and ensure that a bright future remains available for these children.”

S.T.E.P. will use a $113,415 grant to continue anger management, conflict resolution and empathy training to teachers and students at Patterson Elementary School and McIntyre Middle School.  Through community meetings and home visits, the foundation offers the same training to parents so they learn what their children learn and violence prevention becomes a priority for families.
Riley notified Col. Tom Danielson, S.T.E.P. board chairman, and R. Lee Baugh, executive director, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
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