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Riley Awards Grants to Help Domestic Violence Victims

in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $110,728 to 2nd Chance, a non-profit organization in Anniston, to continue services for victims of domestic violence.

The organization provides crisis intervention and services to victims through its emergency shelter, the Joy Kathryn Courtney House.  Victims also are offered counseling, support groups, a 24-hour crisis line and assistance with court proceedings.

“2nd Chance provides victims with just that, a second chance at a life without violence,” Riley said.  “This grant will further the mission of 2nd Chance and ensure that help is available for those who need it to overcome the effects of domestic violence.”
Dozens of adults and children are provided emergency shelter each year and the organization answers hundreds of calls to the hotline.  2nd Chance will use the grants to support the shelter and hotline, increase public knowledge about domestic violence, recruit and train volunteers, and refer victims to community agencies that assist with education, employment and other needs.  

In addition, the organization will continue training and educating law enforcement officers, social workers and medical professionals on domestic violence issues.

Riley notified Pati Tiller, 2nd Chance board president, that the grants had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by two federal departments, Justice and Health and Human Services.  Matching funds of $27,681 will supplement the grants.
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