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Riley Awards $900,000 to Upgrade Water Service in Perry County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two Community Development Block Grants totaling $900,000 to improve water service for residents in two communities in Perry County. 
The city of Marion will use a $500,000 grant to replace corroded water pipes that serve parts of downtown and residential areas in the south-central and east-central parts of the city. With a $400,000 grant, Perry County will extend water service to 57 homes in the Bethlehem Church community on Alabama Highway 219 in the northern part of the county. 
 “CDBG awards enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments might not otherwise be able to afford,” Riley said. “This grant will improve the quality of life in these Black Belt communities by providing basic public services that many of us take for granted.”
Severe corrosion in old pipes has restricted water flow in sections of Marion’s water system. The old pipes are also too small to meet current water pressure demands. The city will replace the pipes with new, larger water lines to provide adequate water pressure to 215 residents. The city also will add 12 fire hydrants in the area.
For years, residents of the Bethlehem Church community have had to use shallow private wells as their water source. Tests have shown that water from the wells contains an unsafe amount of sodium and some wells have been contaminated by harmful bacteria. To improve living conditions and eliminate the health hazard, Perry County will install about six miles of PVC pipe to provide access to safe, public water for the community’s 128 residents.
The CDBG awards are two of 38 grants totaling more than $15.6 million awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families. 

Riley notified Anthony Long of Marion and Johnny Flowers of Perry County that the grants had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. Funding for the grants was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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