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Riley Awards Grants for Improvement Projects in Sumter County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two Community Development Block Grants totaling $800,000 to improve living conditions for residents in areas of Geiger and York. 
The town of Geiger will use a $400,000 grant to rehabilitate 17 houses and remove four dilapidated houses. A $400,000 grant will enable the city of York to replace aging, faulty sewer lines. 
“These grants will enable Geiger and York to undertake important projects without taking funds from vital services like public safety and other budgetary priorities,” Riley said. “I commend city officials for their dedication to improving the quality of life for their residents.” 

An improvement project in Geiger will clear junk cars, broken appliances and other trash that have accumulated in some of the town’s yards. Malfunctioning septic tanks at 17 houses will be replaced as part of the project. The houses also will receive repairs to bring them in compliance with current building codes.

York will replace the clay sewer pipes that run under the Grant City neighborhood. Because all of the city’s wastewater runs through the area, impairments in the pipes cause hazardous sewage backups. A broken sewer line in the neighborhood caused 60 feet of a road to collapse. The city will replace the pipes with stronger iron and PVC pipes. 
The CDBG awards are two of 38 grants totaling $15.6 million awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve health and safety and make communities better places to live and raise families. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. 
Riley notified York Mayor Carolyn Mitchell-Gosa and Geiger Mayor Herbert Payne that the grants had been approved. 
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