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Riley Awards Grant to Upgrade Water Service in St. Clair County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant to improve water service to residents in four communities in St. Clair County. 
The Community Development Block Grant will be used to extend public water service to 27 households in the Mountain Springs Estates Community located in south St. Clair County. The grant also will fund water pressure improvements for 162 homes in the Okaloona Road area and the Grissom Ferry Road area in southern St. Clair County and the Woody Acres subdivision in the western part of the county. 
“CDBG awards enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments might not otherwise be able to afford,” Riley said. “This grant will improve the quality of life in these communities by providing a basic public service that many of us take for granted.”
Many wells used by residents in Mountain Springs Estates have tested positive for harmful bacteria. Because of this hazard, residents have been forced to boil their water to eliminate the bacteria or to use bottled drinking water. The project will extend public water service so residents will have a safe, reliable source of water. 
Residents in Okaloona Road, Grissom Ferry Road and Woody Acres frequently experience problems with extremely low water pressure. The project will replace old water lines with new lines that can handle a larger capacity to ensure residents have adequate water pressure at all times.

The CDBG is one of 38 grants totaling more $15.6 million awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families. 

Riley notified Stanley Bateman, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $169,324 have been committed to the project.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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