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Riley Awards $400,000 for Neighborhood Revitalization Effort

in Abbeville

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the city of Abbeville to fund a neighborhood revitalization project.  The Community Development Block Grant will be used to improve 35 substandard houses and demolish 5 vacant, dilapidated structures along Girard Street and Rockhill Circle.

The deteriorating homes will be renovated with new plumbing, roofing, flooring, wiring and other repairs necessary to meet standard building codes and enhance living conditions for 77 residents.  This is the seventh phase of a CDBG project started in 1990 to provide safe, sanitary and energy-efficient housing for families.

“Building stronger communities and a better quality of life is important for the future of every Alabamian,” Riley said.  “This grant will provide direct, immediate benefits to residents, such as solid roofs over their heads or functioning, reliable smoke detectors, and it offers a chance for a better life.”

The CDBG is one of 38 grants, totaling more than $15.6 million, awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families.
Riley notified Mayor Rhett Taylor that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The city has committed $92,325 to the project.
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