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Riley Awards $265,000 to Provide Safe Water

to Lamar County Residents

MONTGOMERY— Imagine having no water to take a shower in the morning or pouring water in your coffee pot that is brown before you brew it.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $265,000 to the Lamar County Commission to fix these and other problems for 69 residents by providing them reliable water service.  The Community Development Block Grant will help fund extensions of a public water system to 26 homes on County Roads 35 and 49 in the Henson Springs community between Beaverton and Detroit.
“This project ensures that residents have access to a safe and sufficient water supply,” Riley said.  “I commend Lamar County officials for their efforts to improve services and I am pleased to provide these funds.”
Wells used by residents in these areas frequently dry up and when water is available its iron content is so high that it stains clothes and sinks, corrodes pots and pans and clogs water lines.  In addition, many of the wells that have been tested are contaminated with harmful bacteria, including E Coli.
Almost five miles of 6-inch and 3-inch PVC pipe will be installed in the service area.  The improvements will eliminate health threats and enhance residents’ quality of life.
The CDBG is one of 38 grants totaling more than $15.6 million awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families.
Riley notified Johnny Rogers, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The county has committed $100,000 to the project.
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