[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, October 2, 2006








Jim Plott












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Promote Energy-Efficient Products 
MONTGOMERY—A line of household products and materials is teaming up with a state outreach program to spread the word about saving energy.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant to Alabama Cooperative Extension System to promote ENERGY STAR products. ENERGY STAR is a government-backed program which lends its label to products that have been tested and found to be 10 to 50 percent more energy efficient than minimum government standards. Products include lighting, appliances, electronics and building materials. 
“For decades the Alabama Cooperative Extension System has been a solid and trusted voice advising Alabamians on health, finances and other critical household issues,” Riley said. “I am pleased that they also will serve as a reputable source of information regarding the need to conserve energy and the significant role ENERGY STAR products can play in that objective.”
The Extension System, which is an educational outreach program of the state’s land-grant universities, will display ENERGY STAR exhibits throughout the state, conduct seminars for builders, consumers and businesses and promote ENERGY STAR products through the media and special publications. 

Riley notified Dr. C. Michael Moriarty, vice president for research at Auburn University, that the grant had been approved. Additional funding of $5,280 has been committed to the project from other sources. 

Funding for the grant was provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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