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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Safe Water in Clio 
MONTGOMERY – Water demand by a state prison coupled with multiple breaks in distribution pipes is placing a heavy burden on the Clio water system.  A $400,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley is expected to help.
The 70-year-old water system serves 1,066 residents and about 1,400 prisoners and employees at Easterling Correctional Facility. Water pressure is drastically reduced in the system when filling the prison’s water tank which is at an elevation above the city’s water tanks. Water officials also estimate that more than 23 percent of the water in the system is lost through leaks and breaks in the water lines. 
In order to make the necessary repairs, the Community Development Block Grant awarded by Riley will be combined with a $200,000 rural development grant and $190,173 loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  
“These grants and the loan will enable Clio to provide adequate water services to its customers,” Riley said. “I am pleased to play a role in this project.”
Older lines will be replaced with larger pipe to improve water service and 29 additional fire hydrants will be installed to enhance fire protection. 

Riley notified Mayor Jack Pelfrey that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant with funding made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
The CDBG award is one of 38 grants totaling more $15.6 million awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families. 
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