[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Oct. 5, 2006








Jim Plott












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant for Water Service in Tallapoosa County  
MONTGOMERY – Although Tallapoosa County is home to one of the state’s largest lakes and a major river, many residents do not have access to an adequate public water supply.  That could soon change thanks to a $400,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley. 
      The Community Development Block Grant will enable the county to construct a 150,000-gallon tank and new water lines to supply sufficient water to residents near Jackson’s Gap, an area located only a few miles from Lake Martin and the Tallapoosa River. 
“CDBG awards enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments otherwise might be unable to afford,” Riley said. “This grant will provide Tallapoosa residents with a basic, but essential service.”
The upgrades being made by the Jackson Gap Water Authority are expected to significantly improve water pressure. Some customers report that under existing conditions it takes 30 minutes to fill a washing machine and bath water is cold by the time a tub can be adequately filled. 
The project also will extend water service to residents who now rely on private wells that supply water that is often murky, gritty and sometimes has an offensive odor. The residents have no water during power outages.  

Riley notified County Commission Chairman William T. Thweatt that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $188,335 is being added to the project.

The grant is part of a package of 38 CDBG projects being awarded by Riley and administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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