[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Oct.5, 2006








Jim Plott












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant for Drainage Improvements in Athens 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $500,000 grant to improve living conditions and reduce a health hazard in Athens.  The grant will be used to alleviate a drainage problem which is responsible for frequent flooding of houses and businesses in the Coleman Hill neighborhood.  
 “This grant will enable Athens to provide a solution to a serious problem without endangering funding for other vital city programs,” Riley said. “I commend local officials for improving the lives of their residents and making Athens a better place to live.”
The flooding affects 142 houses and 56 business and other structures in an area that includes a section of U.S. Highway 72. Commercial development in the area combined with inadequate drainage facilities are responsible for much of the problem, according to city officials. Because of the flooding, residents must contend with lingering stagnant pools, mosquitoes and erosion of property and roads. 
The city will replace drainage pipes and will clean ditches to resolve the problem. In 2002, CDBG funding was used to successfully eliminate a similar flooding problem in another area of the city.  

Riley notified Mayor Dan Williams that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $50,000 has been pledged for the project. 

The grant is part of a $15.6 million package of 38 CDBG awards by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

Funding was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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