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Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Carpools in Montgomery Area  

MONTGOMERY—A $10,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley will make it easier for Montgomery-area residents to participate in carpools.
Riley awarded the grant to create CommuteSmart Montgomery, an online service that will bring hopeful carpoolers together. The Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham will develop service for Montgomery.  The commission already coordinates similar carpool programs in Birmingham and Mobile. 

“With gasoline continuing to cost more than $2.00 a gallon, carpooling makes good economic sense,” Riley said. “Bringing commuters together saves fuel, reduces traffic congestion and improves air quality.”
The grant will enable the Birmingham planning commission to work with the Montgomery Metropolitan Planning Organization to create a Montgomery commuter link to its website, www.CommuteSmartAL.org. The service links commuters who share similar originations, work destinations and work hours. 

The Montgomery service would include not only Montgomery and surrounding counties, but could extend as far as Auburn and Selma and even adjacent states. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as many as 1,000 people in Lee and Dallas counties have jobs in the Montgomery area. 

The program would also encourage employers to promote carpooling among workers and establish park- and-ride lots for commuters. 

Riley notified William R. Foisy, interim director of the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, that the grant had been approved. Other funding of $2,500 has been pledged for the project. 

Funding was provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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