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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Safe Water in Etowah County 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant to provide safe drinking water for some residents in Etowah County who have been relying on private wells. 
The grant will be used to improve water services for residents in the Ford’s Valley community in southeast Etowah County and provide public water for residents of the Old Mink Farm Road area in the west-central part of the county. 

 “Community Development Block Grants enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments might not otherwise be able to afford,” Riley said. “This grant will provide a basic public service that many of us take for granted.”

The Ford’s Valley project involves replacing about 4.5 miles of water lines to improve water pressure for about 100 households. Service to the area is often interrupted by frequent line breaks or by lines that are too small to handle demand. The Old Mink Farm Road portion of the project will supply water for about 10 families. Many of those families have been relying on private wells that have tested positive for harmful bacteria.  
Riley notified Tim Choate, chairman of the Etowah County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $100,000 has been pledged for the project.  

The award is part of a package of 38 CDBG projects being awarded by Riley and administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. Funding for the grants was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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