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Riley Awards Grant for Drainage Improvements in Evergreen  
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $492,000 grant to reduce a health and safety hazard in Evergreen. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to improve two city ditches to prevent flooding and eliminate large pools of standing water that are an eyesore and a haven for mosquitoes and snakes. The ditches, located in the vicinity of Pecan Street and Magnolia and Bruner avenues, are overgrown with vegetation and have poor drainage.
 “This grant will enable the city of Evergreen to undertake a project without tapping into other city revenues necessary for police and other vital city services,” Riley said. “I am pleased to assist with this effort to improve the city and make it a better place to live.’
Approximately 164 people live in homes that are adjacent to the ditches.  The project will consist of acquiring the necessary easements, clearing the ditches, improving slope for drainage and replacing or adding concrete culverts.

Riley notified Mayor Larry W. Fluker that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $50,000 has been pledged for the project. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

The CDBG is one of 38 grants, totaling $15.6  million, awarded by Riley to Alabama’s towns, cities and counties for projects to upgrade vital services, improve living environments and make communities better places to live and raise families. 
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