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More Than 1,100 Attending State’s Largest
Workforce Development Conference  
BIRMINGHAM—With more new industries coming to the state, how does Alabama continue providing skilled workers to fill those jobs, support expansion of existing industry and attract still more economic development?  More than 1,100 workforce development professionals are gathered in Birmingham this week to find some answers. 

Participants in the annual conference of the Alabama Office of Workforce Development are focusing on ways to continue providing the competent, available workers needed to attract new industries. Titled “Workforce Development = Economic Development”, the conference is the state’s largest meeting of professionals who help workers gain the skills needed to fill the new jobs. 
 “Our state is experiencing unprecedented economic growth,” Gov. Bob Riley said. “To sustain this growth, we must have a trained and ready workforce.” 

The three-day conference offers more than 50 sessions about topics from business outreach to the importance of mentoring. A keynote speech by Celina Shands Gradijan, president of Full Capacity Marketing Inc., focused on the importance of partnerships between workforce development agencies and local economic development groups in attracting new business. Riley is expected to address attendees during the conference’s opening dinner.
“This conference is being held to continue to improve our partnership among business, economic development and workforce development,” OWD Director Tim Alford said. “Only by working together can we accomplish the task of transitioning our workers to a 21st Century economy.”


OWD was created by Riley in 2003 to consolidate Alabama’s workforce development programs into a single office. OWD was recently named the top workforce development agency in the United States by Worldwide Interactive Network, a national publisher of workforce training materials.
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