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Riley Awards Grant to Address Wastewater Problem in Georgiana 
MONTGOMERY – A $400,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable the city of Georgiana to replace severely damaged sewer lines that have caused an overload in the wastewater plant and resulted in raw sewage being discharged into a local creek. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to replace 70-year or older clay sewer lines that are enabling rain water to infiltrate the system. The additional water entering the system sometimes causes the treatment facility to exceed its daily permitted waste intake. The city already has paid an $11,000 fine to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management for the infractions and could face more fines unless the problem is corrected.  
“Community Development Block Grants are designed to help small cities like Georgiana fund necessary and critical projects,” Riley said. “In many instances achieving these projects without grant assistance would be impossible without making major cuts in other vital city services like law enforcement.”

Lines will be replaced along Pinehurst Drive, Hollis Circle and Washington and Rose streets where it is believed that 75 percent of the system’s storm-water infiltration problem originates. The city’s wastewater plant typically takes in about 200,000 gallons of sewage a day, but that amount surges to as much as 1 million gallons a day during heavy and moderate rains. 
Riley notified Mayor Lynn W. Watson that the grant had been approved. The city is providing $40,000 in local funding for the project. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

Funds were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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