[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2006








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant will Boost Worker Skills at Jefferson County Companies
MONTGOMERY—Workers in at two plants in Jefferson County will learn new job skills to help their companies increase efficiency and sales thanks to two grants totaling $97,972 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
“Well-trained, highly skilled workers play the key part in helping Alabama companies remain competitive in today’s fast-paced economy,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to help these Alabama workers increase their job skills and earning potential while making their companies more competitive.”

A $48,126 grant will enable Southern Store Fixtures Inc. to train 90 workers in methods to increase efficiency. The company manufactures food display cases for delis, grocery stores, convenience stores and other retailers. Southern Store Fixtures will contribute $50,237 toward the training costs. 

Southern Store Fixtures currently manufactures customized display cases for its customers. To attract new customers, the company will soon start a new product line of standardized cases in addition to its customized cases. The training will focus on methods that help workers streamline production and eliminate waste to accommodate the manufacture of the new product line.
Doane Pet Care Co. will use a $49,846 grant to help train 90 employees in methods that will improve safety and increase efficiency at its Birmingham facility. The company will contribute $54,560 toward the costs of the training. The company manufactures a variety of pet food products sold as store brands for Bruno’s, Wal-Mart, Winn-Dixie and other retailers.

The training will include courses in human relations, leadership development and safety. Doane officials say the training will increase efficiency by improving communication between supervisors and production workers and reducing the employee turnover rate.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the awards. OWD Director Tim Alford notified Gary Eiswirth of Southern Fixtures and Rick Barr of Doane that the grants had been approved.
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