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Riley Grant Will Help Out-of-Work Residents Gain Jobs in Trucking

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $77,500 grant to help some out-of-work residents in six counties learn the skills needed to start new careers in the high-demand trucking industry.

The grant will enable Central Alabama Community College to train about 32 people from Clay, Coosa, Elmore, Shelby, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties in its six-week tractor-trailer driving course.

“Short, intensive job training programs provide a way for out-of-work residents to develop the skills they need to get back to work,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to help area residents learn skills, start new careers, provide for their families and contribute to our state’s economy.”

Program participants learn all aspects of driving a tractor-trailer, including trip planning, vehicle maintenance, cargo loading, safety procedures and vehicle operations. The skills are taught in the classroom and through on-the-road training. At the end of the course, participants receive their commercial driver’s licenses. 

After completing the program, students receive job placement assistance from course instructors and at Alabama Career Centers. More than 80 percent of students who complete the training course get jobs as commercial truck drivers for an average hourly wage of $13. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the award. 

OWD Director Tim Alford notified Linda McGuirt, interim president of Central Alabama Community College, that the grant had been approved. 
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