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Riley Grant Will Help Out-of-School Youth
 in Bibb, Dallas Counties Find Careers
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $450,000 grant for a program to help out-of-school youth in Bibb and Dallas counties realize brighter futures by finishing their education and finding a job. 
The About Face Academy is a year-round program held in Alabama National Guard armories in Centreville and Selma. The program provides education, leadership development and career exploration for youths, ages 16-21, who have dropped out of school, are homeless or have run away from home.
“Education and training are vital elements for success in today’s workplace,” Riley said.  “This grant gives young Alabamians an opportunity to attain the skills they need to become self-supporting citizens.”

Program tutors help participants improve academic and test-taking skills and prepare for the General Equivalency Diploma examination.  Participants also receive classroom training to gain basic skills needed for full-time work, including positive work habits, computer technology and critical thinking. 
In addition to educational opportunities, the program helps participants establish appropriate career goals and acquire work experience by placing them in part-time jobs. Members of the Alabama Guard and others in the community serve as mentors for participants as they go through the program. The youths receive job counseling after they complete the program.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the funds.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Adjutant Gen. C. Mark Bowen of the Alabama State Military Department that the grant had been approved.
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