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Riley Awards Grants to Help Youth in Five Counties
 Avoid Drugs, Violence
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $101,867 for programs to curb drug use and violence among youth in five northwest Alabama counties.
The Northwest Alabama Mental Health Center will use a $50,000 grant to provide a drug and violence prevention program for students in Fayette, Lamar, Marion, Walker and Winston counties. With a $51,867 grant, the Walker County Children’s Policy Council will offer a program that helps parents in Walker County identify and prevent violent and unacceptable behavior in their children. 
“Children need guidance and positive role models to help them avoid inappropriate behavior.” Riley said. “I commend the efforts of these organizations to help children realize healthy and productive futures.”

The Mental Health Center will present the Too Good for Drugs and Violence curriculum to students in kindergarten through the fifth grade and the Project Alert curriculum for students in sixth through eighth grades.  The presentations cover subjects including goal setting, resistance to peer pressure, personal responsibility, healthy ways to handle stress and the consequences of drug use. Center staff will present the curriculum in the schools in each county that had the highest percentage of beer, cigarette and marijuana use reported in student surveys measuring drug use.
The Children’s Policy Council will offer Parent Project and Family Matters for parents in Walker County. Both are national training programs that teach parents how to deal effectively with out-of-control children who show violent tendencies and are using or likely to use drugs. The 10-week course is geared toward parents who feel helpless when attempting to change bad behavior in their children. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. Riley informed Skip Newman of the Mental Health Center and James Brotherton of the Children’s Policy Council that the grants had been approved.
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