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Aid Arrives to Abused Children in Shelby County
in Form of Grant from Riley
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $99,520 grant to Owens House of Columbiana for services and assistance the center offers to abused children in Shelby County.
The nonprofit organization will use the funds to help child victims and family members who are not involved in the abuse with counseling and advocacy services.

“It takes a delicate, caring and professional hand to guide an abused child through the recovery process,” Riley said.  “This grant will help ensure that the services of Owens House remain available for the children who need it.”

The center’s services include crisis counseling and support, forensic interviews in a child-friendly environment, information on victims’ compensation, assistance in filing claims and support throughout the criminal justice process.

Owens House also works to educate the community on the impact and consequences of child abuse.  The center’s staff provides information, consultation and assistance to professionals, community agencies, schools and volunteers who work with abused children throughout the county.

Riley notified H.C. “Trey” Ireland, Owens House board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $24,880 will supplement the award.
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