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Abused Children in Calhoun and Cleburne Counties

to Receive Aid from Riley Grant  
MONTGOMERY— An east Alabama program that helps children recover from physical and mental abuse has been awarded $96,581 by Gov. Bob Riley to maintain counseling and advocacy services.

The Calhoun-Cleburne Children’s Center, based in Anniston, will use the grant to continue aid to child abuse victims and family members who are not involved in the abuse.  Throughout the recovery process, the agency provides vital assistance to victims which includes reporting the offense, gathering evidence to support prosecution of offenders and counseling after trials.

“The Calhoun-Cleburne Children’s Center walks hand-in-hand with abused children through the process of recovery and healing,” Riley said.  “This grant will help the center continue to make these counseling and support services available to children who desperately need it.”

Staffers at the center provide counseling at no cost and ensure that victims and families are aware of other services that are available.  Center officials gather evidence through forensic interviews and prepare victims for court proceedings against offenders.  In 2005, the agency interviewed 405 abused children.

Riley notified Sarah Ballard, the center’s board president, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Matching funds of $24,145 will supplement the award.
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