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Riley Grant Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims in Walker County
MONTGOMERY—Domestic violence victims in Walker County will have a helping hand in recovering from the trauma of abuse thanks in part to a $96,337 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The Family Resource Center of Northwest Alabama will use the grant to continue providing services for victims and their children.
“Professional assistance is a vital part of the recovery process for victims,” Riley said. “I commend the Family Resource Center for giving victims access to these important services at a time they need them most.”
The center operates an emergency shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline and a court advocacy program to help victims through each step of the legal process.  The center also refers victims to service agencies that may provide additional assistance.  In 2005, the center received 405 crisis calls, provided shelter for 113 victims and assisted 677 victims through its advocacy program.

Center employees speak to various community groups throughout the year to raise public awareness of the dangers and consequences of domestic violence.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the award.
Riley informed Gary Cowen, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $24,084 will supplement the grant.
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