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Riley Awards Grant to Help Child Abuse Victims in Four Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $83,447 grant to an organization that assists victims of child abuse in Autauga, Chilton, Elmore and Montgomery counties. 
The funds will help Montgomery-based Child Protect Inc. continue conducting investigative interviews and providing a family advocate who helps victims and their families navigate the legal system. The organization also offers support groups and counseling for child victims and family members not involved in the abuse.
“Victims need professional assistance to help them take the first steps toward overcoming the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “These funds will help ensure that these vital services will be available for child abuse victims in these counties.”

The organization’s interviewers, who are mental health professionals, conduct interviews with children in a homelike, non-threatening environment to get details of the abuse. The interviews are videotaped for use as evidence in court cases. 

The family advocate supports victims and their families by educating them about the criminal justice process, preparing child victims for court appearances and accompanying them to court. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Sandra Lewis, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $20,861 will supplement the grant.
--30--




Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Doni  M. Ingram


Acting Director








State of Alabama








