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Riley Grant will Help Sexual Assault Victims in Southwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Professional assistance will be available to sexual assault victims in Clarke, Mobile and Washington counties thanks in part to a $65,010 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Family Counseling Center of Mobile will use the funds to continue offering services for victims 24 hours a day. 
“Without timely and professional help, rape victims would often face the path to recovery alone,” Riley said. “I commend Family Counseling Center for offering this vital assistance to help victims recover and rebuild their lives.”

The center operates a 24-hour crisis line, accompanies victims to hospitals and medical exams and provides counselors and social workers to help victims heal from the trauma of the assault. In 2005, the center answered 526 crisis calls and accompanied 174 victims to area hospitals. 
The center also provides training to emergency and medical personnel, crisis counselors and law enforcement officers to ensure victims are treated with sensitivity throughout examinations, investigations and court proceedings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Chandra Brown, Family Counseling Center executive director, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $16,252 will supplement the award.
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