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Riley Awards Grant to Help Birmingham Students

Steer Clear of Drugs and Violence

MONTGOMERY—Center Street Middle School in Birmingham is taking aim at reducing substance abuse and violence among its students thanks to a grant from Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded the $60,000 grant to Children’s Aid Society, a Hoover-based, nonprofit organization that is working with the school to teach youths the risks of substance abuse and how to resist the temptations.

“It is important that every child learn personal and social responsibility,” Riley said.  “I commend the partnership of Center Street Middle School and the Children’s Aid Society for helping children realize and attain their potential.  I’m pleased to support the continuation of this beneficial program.”

The program will utilize the LifeSkills curriculum to teach drug resistance skills, personal self-management and general social skills to 140 sixth graders and 152 seventh graders.

Selected seventh- and eighth-grade students will serve as role models for the school and coordinate school-wide prevention activities and encourage community support.

LifeSkills also helps parents build communication skills and understand the importance of conveying strong healthy attitudes and clear standards about substance abuse and violence to their children.

Riley notified Gayle Watts, executive director of the Children’s Aid Society, that the grant had been approved.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
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